
MUNICIPAL DRY GOODS
How Reform Works in the Purchases of

the Commission of Charities.

10UIS STERNBACH S PROFITS.

Tight from the Grand Jury Room on

the Price of Cloth.

WILL MR. GREEN EXPLAIN 1

A Clerk Who Looks Too Closely
Into City Accounts.

Id spite of official wriggling the Hekild has
been able to let in some agin on the stuua economy
vl reform a* practised at the expense ol taxpayers
in the Commission of Public Charities and Correc¬
tion. a feeble and sleepy farce of investigation,
which dragged wearily through a week ana then
went to roost in the pigeon holes of the Mayor's
office, allowed many damaging facts to come

to public notice through the columns of the
liKhALD. Now it becomes possible to throw a full
flood ol light Into the dark recesses of the snng
office In Eleventh street, where the people's
money Is squandered by means of purchases
ol necessary articles lor the use of the
public institutions 01 the city at prices con¬

siderably advanced, It 19 alleged by relatives
or family connections of some members of the
Board. This tune the Urand Jury loom Is the lens
through which this glance of public scrutiny is
cast nto this system of fraud aud official roboery.
The statements given below are the sworn evi¬
dence of witnesses examined by the tlrand In¬
quest. They show how the purchasing of dry
goods was managed to the advantage of Louis
Btornbach, who is said to be a connection of Com¬
missioner Stern. Taxpayers will read these reve-
latious with interest. Perhaps they may also in¬
quire who profit by the other branches of the vast

purchases wmch are requisite for the institutions
tinder the charge of the Board.

Tile Testimony.
Grand jury Boom, April 22, 1874.

TESTIMONY OR JAMKd BOWEN.
James Bowen, being duly sworn and examined

by Mr. stout aud otfier Grand Jurors, testified:.
(question. We would like to know something

about the workings of the institutions under your
charge as Commissioner, something about the
hupply Bureau.how it is constituted, what pur¬
chase clerks there are in it, and what agents there
are for making purchases of supplies, and so on:
what they receive, what they are paid, what they
do, whether there is a gentleman named Stern-
bach connected with it; and something about the
purchases that he made, and whether you always
approved them or uot, and whether you did not
disapprove of them* Answer. The purchases lor
the department are made in this way; once a
lortnight the head of each institution makes his
requisitions lor supplies lor the coming lortnight
auch articles as may be required; tney are lor-
warded to the Board and are taken up, approved
or disapproved in whoie or in part; necessarily a
large portiou are approved; tliey are then
assigned to the purchasing clerk, who has charge
ol making purchases ler the department; 1 think
ins salary Is about $:j,Ouo.

V, What Is his name? A. The name of the pres-
ent purchaser is Goodklad.

<4- Is his name Moses y A. I do not know, sir;
lie has recently been appointed.

o. How long ago ? a. Mace tne first of January.
Prior to thai ume the purchasing clerk was a Mr.
Litinpsoh, who was in oillce some eighteen months.
These requisitions are turned over to the purchas¬
ing clerk and tie makes the purchases.

<4. Has any oue else a right to make them. A.
Not except by order ol the Board.

<4. Hid the Board ever appoint Mr. Sternbach to
make purchases 7 a. No. There were many in¬
voices, last year, of dry goods purchased.

<4. Purchased by Mr. Lampsou? a. So, sir; not
by Mr. Lampsou. The luvotoes came in to us
bought oy Mr. sterubaen. The dry goods I loutid
in the early stage ol this Commis-ion. "Beierred
to Mr. stern.Alter the first or second reference
I diaovered that Mr. Stern was purchasing or
causing 10 be purchased, these goods. 1 protested
against it and declined thereafter to sign any
requisition so shape*'.

<4. What Is Mr. Sternbach's business? A. I do
not know, sir; 1 suppose he is a merchant.

<4. These purchases should properly nave been
made through Mr. lmmp-on? A. Yes, sir; under
the general rules of the Board; the rule is thai all
purchases shall be made either by the Board or by
the purchasing clerk; tney were re.erred by the
Board to Mr. .Stem.

14. Did not that virtually give the consent of the
Board to such purchases - A. Yes, sir; a majomy
01 the Board approved oi it; not I protested
airainst it on the ground that it would be injurious
to tne character of the commission and would
afiect Mr. .Stem's reputation.

(4. Did von have auy oojection to the price paid
for these articles" A. I believe there was oi>-
jection ou the part of the comptroller's Office: I
suppose ou account oi tne exorbitant price.

(4. The requisitions for dry goods were checked
by Commissioner Lalmoeer? a. Mr. Uumoeer and
Mr. stern.

(4. How about Mr. Good Kind.I suppose the same
gentlemen voted for Mr. Goodkiud ? A. They
voted lor him; I voted against linn.

<4. Diu yon ever know or hear that Mr. Goodkind
was loreman of the jury that, acquitted Mr. A.
Oakey Hall? A. I have heard so.

<4. Have you ever heard that he had trouble
with the government with reierenee to whiskey-
matters ? A. No. sir, i tinuk not.

(4. Have yon ever ueard that Mr. Stern has* \.
I have heard intimations of that, sir, but nothing
authentic.

(4. You have not got samples with yon of dry
go. lis purchased, I presume ? a. No, sir- i have
sot.

(4. Do you know, sir, that the prices paid for
these goods were exorbitant ? a. i had reason to
believe thai tliey were above the market price
inasmuch as alter this had run along lor some
time I obtaiuen samples in order to verily my own
opinion. I obtained .samples ol many of the articles
that bad neen purchased irotn this man sternbaoh
and addressed a communication to the nrrn of
Telt, Grlswokl A Co., requesting them to miorrn
me what tne market prices oi these samples were
ou certain dates. Tina they did, and 1 found that
the prices charged to us were larger than were
the prices of the same description 01 goods on the
same dates to others.

(4. Has stem bach any place of business ? A. 1
an not know.

<4. Did yen ever hear that he was a son-in-law of
Mr. Merer Stern ? A. 1 beard so; 1 protested two
or three times against this in th<- Board; rh son-
111 law said ne was uot a aon-ln-iaw; lie wu_- a
biother ot the son-in-law.

.4. Do you know anything of Mr. GoodklDd's
antecedents t a. I do uot, sir.

14. You never heard tuat he had anything to do
vriib the Barren I-and distillery mill, broken up
by the government, ostensibly iisti oil ? a. Noth¬
ing specific at all.

<4. Does this memorandum concerning him sug¬
gest anything to your memory a. 1 know of
nothing except tin-: that some tt:ue ago some¬
thing was said about .1 soap contract, aud he said
be could buy soap cheaper than the contract
price; he said that he had been in tne soap busi¬
ness.

y

U- What did Mr. stern say when you protested ?
A. He said 11 was impossible lor one mail to pur¬
chase ail the great uiiety 01 goods that, w.-re re¬
quired lor the department, and lie suggested tuat
there ought to be three or lour purchasers; 1 was
opposed to it.

<4. You have had long experience? A. Yes, eight
years. Alter I opposed that proposition ne pro-
Jessed an intimate knowledge 01 ury goons, winch
1 have no doubt he posses-es; that he was In the
ory goods trade, and m view of all that anil his
Ultimate acquaintance with that class of merchan¬
dise, Mr. was induced to a-slgii 0 him
tins whole subject. think mar his c .nfidence,

,, a« ~ w'l> ml!"Place" 111 this man's son-in-law.
(4. Arid you thins that the system now should ue

somewhat change; an dt< red A. n .vc no
douot thai it is the wisest course to reier it to a a,-

itrled officer.

A ^No"s'r fe " t,li l1u^ect of P®rcb>H«8
<4. There is no bylaw of the Hoard on that sub-

. h
M'r' 11 bcbb the uniiorm

practice to have a p 11 rch ..rK, to whom was
committed the trust 01 purchasing ail the sun

piles, a» broker, since I ..ave e. a iri the deoai t-
mem, aud never to mstruct u.at -dork where he
M.OUld gO.

y. Was Mr. I.ampson removed for anv cause*
A. Not 10 my knowledge; he appeared to rue to
discharge his duties verv wil, aim the best evi¬
dence 01 that was thai the Comptroller, through
his experts, never made any complaint; oa uie
c<>ntrary, I believe, he commended mm.

(4. Was he removed or did he resign - A. lie was
removed in January.

<v- On whose motion'' A. I think lie was removed
cm Mr. Laimiieei's motion.

<4. How loug ago were purchases made bv Mr.
B'ernbach? A. This new Board wus formed in

Aiay ; I think purchases of dry goods were adopted
in June or July.

<4. bast June? A. Yes, sir, and continued until
the 11 01 January the first requislti >ns that C ..no
In alter the f.rstoi January Mr. Lairnbeer had, as
o-ual. rcrcrred the dry goods to Mr. Stern arid
tiauded Utem over to uie term* approval; 1 said,
"Mr. laiimbeer, you know that cannot approve ol
kicsc, ajAo vou anew ujy rcasvu." and the mattes

| laid over; the next day or a <iay or two thereafter
Mr. stern too* occasion to say that, u tt was not
agreeable to the board, he should not cause these
purchases to be tua ie.
g. Where is Mr. Siernbacb's place of business ?

A. I do uot snow.
V. Was he a merchant ? A. I do not know: he ts

a man 01 business, so 1 suppose; his billheads. 1
see, are printed,

g. lie lauotin the employ of this department f
A- >o, HIT.

Yes sir
fi0«(llfind receives a salary of $3,000 ? A.

g. Is he interested ontside of his salary in the
purchase of those supplies * A. 1 have not seen
any evidence of it at all.

g. Did yen tell Mr. Stern that these dry iroods

tadmduilly ** tWemy Mat lewv A"

Laffi»bemPiLde noVeplyfaud [think Mr.'steru
Mdtnrn.rtTSf mwt,UeI,: fl»e bills are approved
n^i i ait 0 t,,e Comptroller and they are
paid after examination by him.

proWun<iA.tllYe8.a81lr.rOVttl ** * '°rmal routlno aP'

g. What would you recommend In the purchase
ol supplies? A. I hat the purchase be appointed to
one person, a paid ageut; no check oil that agent
except the comptroller's office, and the close ex-

^.'uat.lon. ot the Commissioners themselves; 1
tluuk that would be the most judicious system

TESTIMONY OP JAMES U. SHAW.
James b. shaw. sworn, testitied as lollows:.

will yon tell us what you know
concerning the purchase ol about 9,ooo yards of

rri*nQ a'0,' 111a .e bi? Mr' htombac h. of Mciuiosh,
Green A Co., and which was billed by him to the
Department of Cuurlttes and Correction and
whether the Comptroller detailed yoa to look into
the thing, and n you approved or disapproved of

and 'ft LaaUS.*!W^tU,r,tclerl£ m tt,e Auditor's ottlce.
re«» «

ty 10 o^rhaul these accounts

tpniia^' Ihi tuu,aed ln f°r Payment to tuu comp-
ho Ji ' thll'.,vaH1 ln August ol last year; this bill I

Jlaat' waa Louis Sternbach's, Invoiced
by Sternbach to the Department of Chanties and
Correction in August, 1873; it was my duty to ex-

Slniono ^lll1aud to Inquire into it; I hud some
difficulty ui flnding samples; I went to rhe Depart-
nient oi chanties and Correction inquiring for ihe
samples of goods; samples were given me, but one
party said they were tne real samples, and another
party said they were not.

!

g. Who said they were the real? a. The party who
cut up the clotu-the cutter; I do not know his
name; 1 inquired into the value of the cloth and
found It very much below what was represented
lri the accounts; I asked Mr. Sternbach for a sam¬
ple of the goods ne sent to the charltleB- he
brought to the otllce a very' good sample, very dlf-
lerent irom what 1 received as the sample of the
goods sent, winch was said to be taken from the
stock; I took the good sample that I received irom
Mr. sternbacn, and I inquired into the market
¦price, and I louud that 1 could buy eveu the
sample tnat he gave me five cents a vard
cheaper than what he charged; 1 reported
to the Auditor that there was some diffi¬
culty about it; he told me to let the matter
lay over, and it laid over <for some weeks until
sternbach came for his money; 1 had in the
meantime made other Inquiries, and 1 found that
the articles that he had really given to the De¬
partment of Charities and Correction were not
nearly equal to the samples that he produced to
the Comptroller us the sample ol the goods lie
sent them; I refused to pass the bill; 1 weut
away at the holidays and I do not kuow any lur-
tlier about It; when I rernrneo I was transferred
Irom that office to the Tax Office.

,.w' J£'.n yn/e**1 t"e bills to the jury, and also
tile affidavit of Mr. Sternbach ?
Mr. Shaw read the document, as follows:

STKKNBACH'S BILL POK CLOTHS.

of C,uriti^ i"'1 for^tton*1'bou'ipK4of
street ^'rut"4cu' commission merchant, -No. .a> church

Three cases melton.
'.6® SSIii yards

93 Clslj v.irds

u^-ip.rcent.^^rdr,:^#t^-;:v:::,^S
Total ..... .

The articles enumerated iu this bjli'oi Louis Stern
bach amounting to 47S5 ah have becu received and ui'e
for the exclusive use of the stock.

JuUN P. FLAUHLKtt.

Lom?"/ii?ubaVhfAtv?[-c"and
ilirec cases meltou.

3-5*7 ijjs yards
93. tiu yards

.... 825 .yards.1,363 a 45c SR38 tS
Less 5 per cent j"]" 41 92

Total. «-Q«~
Keceipt similar to above.

* 04
!

"Dd CorreAWui^ef
ihree cases meltou

3-586 d22 yards
6" 65-Ji yards

T
8c t>16'4 yards.at 13c jvj. ...

Less 5 per cent. 41 <jj
ToUl

.

Receipt similar to above.
23

Loiim
*
terebaeh A co.*?".'#S ^

t hree cases melton.
6-5}^ yards
6281a yards
T
83y yards-1,825 at 45c *84746

Less 5 per ceuL y> '7
Receipt similar to above.

Ul>

«* Correc^loV^oI'
rtiree cases melton.

3.3.595 (iai yards
96 112 yards

,
9# 69/ yards.1.530JT at 45c kssq ni

Less 5 per cent ;;""J JJJ

Receipt same as above.
$654 18

City ami t'aunty or Netr Pork, n. ..Louis Sternbach beina
duly sworu, deposes and says that he is the rlaimau?
named in the annexed bill against the Mayor. Aider,mm
and commonalty of New York tor supplier afT.?
voucher account 22,144, amounting to $3,847 94 and tlmt
the prices ol the goods ana article! therebi charged are
reasonable and proper and not m >re than their cash
value in open market at the data oi their sale thaL o

knowledge, the articles were purchased tor the
Department of Cbariues and Correction i! an or the
city ot New York, and that no payment or u anmon
ha- been made ot -ai 1 claim or any part thereof

woru b<!'ore ",0 fhis 7th div ofOcto-
. iilaLas Clara, CommUMoaer^^df1

IA.]
UBNLRilt. BXP1X3K SCHEDCI.t.

The Mayor, A.derman ami Commonalty of the City of
New VorK tii iiiui; Sternbach A Co.

1*73. .li»r Melton.
Augus. 4. ,ii per general bill $654 38
Auitim a, p-r general btU 80ft 09
August o, as per generul bill 7i*i £4
August 7. us per general bill 700 34
Augusts. as per general bill 795 10

Total $3,847 94
IJtDOlUiKMkNt ur TIIK BOARD.

We rertilythat we have examined the bills of Louis
Sternbacli, epictfled 111 the schedule hereto annextd,
amounting to $3,847 94. and that they arc correct and
just that the articles named in the said bills have been
received In goo condition und for the necessary and
exclusive use of the Department of Charities and Cor-
ri. tlon that the prices charged therein are reasonable
and proper; that tne amount of said bills do not exceed
the unexpended baluncc ot the appropriation made oy
the "aid department thcrelor.

WILLIAM LAIMBEER,
J mowkn,
MYER STERN.

Dated September II, 1873. Commissioners.
I ruv lo the correctness of the exten-iou o. the ac¬

count .1. P. KI.AUHLEIt.
ruin the best information gained the prices charged

an reasonable. i>L"CK.»oN.
HE GETS THE MONEY.

Dkcartmknt of Finawce, j
Auoitiro Hukaac, Oct. i. 1873. <

I crtity tiiat the capital and interest account of Louis
Su u ach wus cxatuiucd. audited, allowed and settled
a' lie .mi of $1.817 94 My reasons lor the allowance
thereof are that the supplies were necessary, were lur
liishi'd n proper authority, and that the prices arc
rea ohabie anu ,'USt. ABRAHAM L. KaRLE

Auditor of Accounts.
Nkw York, (Jet. 7, 1373.

Received of Andrew H. Green, the Comptroller'* war
ralit £2,144 lor the su.. if $3,847 1*4. in full payment ot the
above accuuu LOUIS hlLKNRACH.

$3,347 91.

y. Will you kinuiy tell us what made Mr. Green
puy these bills, li yon know? A. Weli, i (ion't
know what rutpJu him pay them, except that tney
wore presellted, and tne Commissioner'* urtidavit
accompanied thcrn, and they were put in proper
form.

1j. Did Mr. Sternbach ever go to Mr. Green an<l
a; k him to pay them ? A. tie several Mines caine
to the Auditor.

y. So thai the bills were hung np some time?
A. fhey were hung up lor some time.

y. in some way after that yon found your posi¬
tion changed ? A. Yes.
y. Vou pronounce these bilis to he exorbitant ?

A. i do.
ij. Will you state to the jury if thai is the sample

given to you 1 A. That is one of the samples that
was g.veii to me.
y. i hat is the sample of the golds sold ? A. Yes,

sir.
y. How long did these goods wear ordinarily In

winter weather, taking into conilderatiou the
wear and tear of ordinary Hie t A. About hail
tne winter, I suppose,

y. Not more ? A. No.
y. Is this the piece you got at the office of the

Commissioners? A. No, sir.
y. Where did you get that piece ? A. I got that

pie e irom Mr. Louts sternbach.
ij. Tit is is the piece you stv Is better than the

other? A. Much better than he actual sample.
y. What do you consider tlie real value ot the

goods soid to the Department of Charities and
Correction" A. Tnirty.flve cents.

Q. And thev were charget! lorty-flve cents? A.
Yes: they are three-cjuartet goods,

y. Who was your successor? A. 1 don't know
whether 1 have a successor.

y. Was your salary reduced or increased by the
change? A. (here was no change in the salary
until our months afterwards.

V. Weil, then? A. 1 was r-duced 1300.
y. Do you consider yoarseli a judge of these

goods? A. No, sir.
.y. Were vou ever in the trade before ? A. In

woollen goods and cotton.
y. Were you la the dry goods trade ? A. Yes,

linen s.
y. What has become of the sample you got at

the oftcen oi tne commissioners' A. I gave it.
into the ohic .; I could not (Did It a'terwards.

y. How cm you ax It at ihlrty-flve cents? A.
Becaiioe when I went to see the price I saw similar
goods to tn -limp e offered me at tairty-hve cents.

y. Had not. tuo price iallen ? A. ln.s was
bought tn Augu* .

y. When din you make the entry ? A. The tdiis
were tri in Angust, and it was ail done ocioie I
went lor tut; holidays.

TESTIMONY OP WILLIAM P. LAMPSON.
William P. Lainpson, being duly sworn, trstines

tiS lOliOWB *

y. You were the purchasing agent for the De¬
partment ol Chanties and Correction ? A. Yes.

u. When were you appointed and when did you
leave the department r A. On ihe lat of January,
187u, and l left the 5th or January, 1874.

y. Have you a list of the article# purchased itom
Mr. Stern bach, and, usually, the prices u»e articles
could briug U bought iroui reputable houses? state
what you Know as to tne urloen. A. There is oue
article..1,000 yards of Helton cloth.which he
charged to the department at forty-five centoyard? lor which, I believe, he onlv paid «-htrt>,nvoceuts a yard; the party from whom he received
the goods has only paid thirty-live cents.

y. Have vou seen the party ? A. I have seen the
party my sell; his name u Fletcher, a clerk to tue
Urm of Mcintosh. Oreen A Co.
o. He made the sale aud the seller confirmed it r

A. Yes; the varluns articles ot thread he chargeo
the department eighty-live cents a dozen; he
onlv asked eightr-two ceuts a dozen by the sing e
dozen; these goods were bought by Mr. Sternhsch.
and he had the bills in nis own name as a commis-

8la Hef hadQ neen long In the business as a com¬
mission merchant? A. do not know wnat hiB
business bad been; I know be has been buying
guoils lor the Caiiiornia trade.

u. Were you allowed to buy dry goods as well as
everything else on requisition 7 A. Not alter the

reu!niUBuppose the reform seemed to be rather

U'()' \mt was'thi?" cause of yonr leaving the de¬
partment? A. They gave us no reason, sir.
u Vou were dismissed t A. Ye», sir, on the 3d

dav of December 1 was mtormed that my services
would not be required.
y Alter having served one year f A. Y es. sir.
o You had no previous notification? A. ><\ sir.

o. Neither or the commissioners let yon know
be;ore nand that your services were not wanted?

0 Did Mr. Bowen wish to retain yon? A. 1I sup¬
pose ne voted "No" on the question whether I
should be discharged; the purchasing clerks buy
wherever they can buy best; there were a great
many siSall lUrna we were obliged to buy on com-

moS Do yon think he gets a commission from the
department ? A. His business, I understand, U
to V.uy goods lor o Caiiiornia house and to re¬
ceive a commission lor buying those goods.
o Do you know whether the department evei

paid turn a commission ? A. No, sir, I dou t sup¬
pose the department ever paid bun a commission
he got the goods at ten centB a yard chea er and
trausierred the goods irom his own name^o the

dUoa\v\m'r"as the department could have bought
them lor thirty-five cents the same day. A. Yes.

it is Mr hternbach any relation to Mr. Meyer
Stern ? A. I understood lie was a sou-iu-law or
his son-in-law's brother; he is a relation.
u Was there any objection made to your pur¬chasing ? A. They generally made an objection to

m{i.'1AudUiuatSuie' prices were u>o high ? A. No,
81 ti Did you always in the written Invoice write
over U "Commissioners ?" A. The Invoice was
sent with the goods to the storekeeper at Black-

W(j' ire'you u judge ol the qualities of eloth ? A.
WeiL 1 presume there are a good mnny better
ludges- l would bring samples to the office and let
the Commissioners examine them themselves, 1
would uot take the responsibility without having
consulted with the Commissioners; that was ail
changed by "rctorrn."

TESTIMONY OP C. H. WHEKLBR.
C II Wheeler sworn, testified as lollowe:.
<j' Won't you te»l the Brand Jury when yon

made Mr. Sternbach's acquaintance, andftow?
A It was in the early part of August, is.J; lie
came into tue store to look alter certain s.y les of
goods; I cut htm samples; after retaining them
three or lour days he came back; we made a trade
lor a OOO yards of Melton goods.
o At what price? A. The goods were sold to

Mr. Sternbach on the 7th of August, as follows:.
Louis Sterubach. cash, thirty days, 7 P'*c°»
oxtord salts. 4.369;!*, at 35 cents

Less 5Ji per cent
.tl,452 95

August 8.. Seven pieces Oxford salts, 4,334, at 35
Ct'fl'H.

5/ti per cent
$1,441 06

August 11..Ten Pieces Oxford salts. 397 at 33
. ents *'ui 'JlLess 6 per cent 3

,,a g,

$2,992 54
September 8..bonis Sfernbach paid by check,
in these transactions was allowed J per cent
on a settlement, on agreement made ut 1110
time ol purchasefz.irrc 9»
o Did he ask you for any further discounts ? A.

Yes sir; in the course of traae; 1 finally agreed toailo'w mm on settlement un extra per ccutage of
two per cent, but it was as much as the price ol
the goods; we virtually sold the goods seven oil
at thirty days; my usual terms were five oil at

^Q.^t^was tne market price of the goods ? A.

y. Yon made liim seven per cent off at tlfirty-
fi
y What was**theM market price of the goods

about the 20th of August or the 30tn ot (Septem¬
ber? A. The market was a little active, and to
some individuals we sold them at two and a liali

0lq. When you delivered the (trods, they were
delivered to Mr. Htorubach? A. Yes, sir, in
C 0UrDi<f'/ou ever hear of him before as a commis¬
sion merchant? A. I never did; when he pur-
chased the goods he came to my store; he gave
me references the sum© as anybod) would do*
a Did you understand in any way, or had you

any reason to believe that the 8°o*is r®
Commissioners of Chanties and Correction, or for
the ciiv? A. 1 had not In the least; I do not know
but might have asked him. but I do not
the answer he made; l understood Irom nim that

T WhrausTour%rm?'°An,McIntosh, Green A Co.ft Bid Mr.Wternbuch ever ask you to invoice
them differently than in his individual name?

A'i)N Alter the 1st or September did the valne of
such goods Increase or decrease, before or during
the panic, as a salable value ? A. We never sotf
them less than thiity-five cems a yard. We had
sold them at thirty-seven and a nail ceuts.

y. Are you exclusive agent for these goods in

thg.°You wouUHiavesold them to anybody at the
Hsiiiie nrice? A. Yes, sir, 011 the same day*

(j Would you recognize a sample of tne goods, a
cloth similar to it? A. 1 have a sample in my
nocket (producing it); they are Oxtord goods.
y W hat price do jobbers sell these goods '°y? A.

They sell these goods on advance for two aud a hair

tu. tney woBhl not
C""" °;L.vnof TUB Sbbbb..?
John E. Flashier sworn, testified:.

0(j You are htore keeper at Black well s Island?
A VJs "

i
*
and I have charge of the supplies fur-

nished for that island; 1 am general storekeeper
in the Department ol Chanties and correction.
y Would it come In your way to examine the

dry goods tfiut have been received ? A. Yes, sir,
m\T You Recollect the invoice of Melton cloth,
amounting to about *u0o or thereabouts, In Au-
ifust '. \ Yes sir; approximating to that amount.* <J They were bought by Mr. Louis sternoacn?
a Sot tnat 1 am aware ot.

,
*

u. How did they wear? A. Moderately well.
y Pretty poorly? A. Well, moderately welt, not

equal to good standard woolien goods; but, in
some instances, they answered very well.
u Will ioii iell me what stocks aud supplies youconstat'tiy kept on hand; for instance, did yon

j., Wuv- have enough soap for two weeks on hand?
A. It is the practice in the department to keep
DiimiD'h for two weeks or two rooutfis.
v Did you ever not have enough cloth lor one

day? a. Not without a substitute.
y Had you always had plenty oi sugar on hand.

. iviicn I iiave not I have molasses.
*u W as there not a complaint irom the CharityHosnitaT so called, that there was not sugar

there? a. I think there was.
. .

ij why was not sugar lurnished them? A. A
reii'utsition was made tor the supposed quantity to
last irom two to lour months; tne Board ot Com-
mwsioners had it under advisement-were in con-
ti-iMoi ltioti of advertising; meantime the depart-m'dit ran pretty much down tu the supplies ol that

°"y Tncyran entirely out, and the hospital was
.Ti,in.ut that article tor several weeks, ir not lor a
month ? A. Not so much as that; I think the time
they were really out would cover iho space of
1W(j°Are°you°q"te sore of that? A. I think the
HrwiK« will bear rne out tu this thing.
o row lontf wore vou out 01 *o&n in Bellevne

liosDital ? A. 1 was not aware tnat soap was out
a anyone time until I saw it in the pubiic prints.y. vou have seen the report oi the Medical
Board ? A. No, "tr.

cirr TREASURY.
Comptroller Green reports the following dis¬

bursements and receipts ol the Treasury yester¬
day

PUM'tlKI
.Vo. II! Warrant».

Claims paid 32
Payrolls paid. s.i

Totals lit! 9136.363
wmi ir-n.

From arrears of taxes ami interest 923.726
From collection ol aasessineuiKami interest....... ft.
From water routs 9,n05
From market rent- ami fees 2,0 >H
From stenographer's fees, superior Court .. 192
From Warden of t'tty Prison, tinea received .... 691
From Clerk ot superior Court, 'rotn fees 242
From llcen- ¦*. W yor'.- tifBce 541
From lees ami Ilnea, Filth uiatrict Court «7

Total - $49,520
llie Comptroller, through Paymaster Falls, paid,

riming the pant we. k, laborers oil "hig pipe.-,"
at pipe yard, on repairs to stopcocks and on
flocks, up to trie 1st inst.; total, $ t2,.lo.

ihe payrolls of the iiock Department tverc not
received until the evening of Friday, 5th lust.

REMORSE Or A SAVAGE,
s*n Fkancinco, June ft. is"4.

A despatch from Prescott, Artetma. says the

Apai he Chief Cochise is very ill and is riot expected
to recover, lie imagines that the spirits of the

white men inurdcicd hv him are tearjuu bta flesh.

THE MAYOR AND THE HARLEM RAILROAD.

Mr. Simon Sterne'a Opinion aa to the City'i
Liability for the Fourth Ave¬

nue Improvement.

The following correspondence between Mayor
Ilavenieyer and Mr. Simon Sterne lias been for¬
warded for publication:.

Exkcctite Difhtxixt, Citt Hall, )
Nkw You. May 18. 1S74. j' ubti

pel the city to approprtate any portion of its funds to a
ition, tlw ' '' '

private corporation, the pecuniary benefits ot which
wen- to Uiure to the latter, and in wnicb the city had no
share.

I wish you would examine this law critically in refer¬
ence to its constitutionality. a* it involves about
84 tXM.nOl ol the city luoners. and a'tve tne your opinion
in writing as early as practicable of the conclusions to
which you may arrive. Yours truly,W. F. ilAVEMEYEK,

Mr Daaa Sin.I have for some tune iiast had donh.M
whether tlie lull requiring the City to pay one halt the
expense ol the llarium Railroad l-ourth aveuuo tunnel
Is constitutional, because It did not occur to me to be a
reasonable exercise ol leglriative power that could com-

To Susotf Htbunk, Esq.
oO, 61 Wall Hiiun (Brown Bros.' Building),

Vouk, June I, 1874. t
Dear Sib.In compliance with yonr wishes I have sub¬

mitted chapter 7u2 of the Laws of 1873, entitled "An act
to improve aud regulate the use of f ourth avenue. In
the citv of Now York," to an examination as to the con-
stitutiotiality ot ito provision*. This exuininotion lias
resulted in uie following opinion:.
In 1K7JS the New York and Harlem Railroad Company

had and still has possnsftioii of a depot and station for its
passe in. er trains at Forty-econd street and Fonrth ava¬

il11® £ .'* station eovors the intervening streets np to

«uriy\ *Lrect» *na that, point the passenger trains
of that corporation and of two others.the Uudsou Cen¬
tral and the New iiaven Railroad companies.emerge
»t treciucut intervals and run with steam a* the motive
power, at great rapidity upon Hie level of the street,
through a closely populated district of our city, crossing

lo'.'«tween tiguty and ninety streets before they
reach the Ilarlem Biver, making the crossing of llicui
all dangerous in Ute extreme at ull times, and attended,
as experience has proved, with fatal results In many
eases. An agitation was commenced to compel the rail¬
road company to run either above or below (he level of
tne scree's, aud the act in question was passed with the
view, among other things, to accomplish that end. it
was clearly within the power of the legislature, iu fur-
tnerazice ol the interest of the public and in discharge
of its duty to protect the safety of persons aud ot prop-
crv>. to compel the rutlway company cither to discon¬
tinue tho use of a public thoroughiare allogelhor, wuon
its use in the manner theretofore adopted bv the
corporation hud become a nuisance, or to regulate
tsuse in such manner as to conform with the pub-
lie interest and wellare. Aud tho exercise of that
powerearned with it no colorable right on thepartof
the railway corporation lor compensatiou for necessary
expenses wlilch conformity to such a law would impose
upon it. Indeed. I believe it would have been within
pic province ot the municipality Itself to abate or regu¬
late what had become a crying evil and nuisance and

protect its citizens Irotn dangers to Ino and limb. Be
that as it may. however, it was certainly within the
province of the Legislature to do this and without com¬
pensation.

^

section 1 of chapter 7(12 provides for the regulating of
the grade ot Hie railway, the building of via,luetic loot
and road Undue*, the construction ol a tunnel or tunnels
and the manner in which thev aru to hu built and con-

?ii .
' * location thereof from Forty-tilth to

nisi street
Section 2 provides that daring the progress of the

Work, the company is authorised to iuv additional
tracks of a temporary character, and also embodies
wliat In the consideration of this question, becomes an
Important element, an authority "to lay down perma¬
nently two additional tracks on said avenue,itnd to make
such landings ana excavations in said avenue as inav t)©
required tor such additional trucks with landings tor the

hanced, perhaps doubled, by the carrying out of this
additional franchise thus granted to this corporation
and the building of such railway.
section 3 authorizes a change ol grade ol streets

when necessary and is unimportant to tnis inquiry
See lion 4 regulates the width ot sidewalks.
J ^ relates to the altering and removing
?h»niH V er pipea' »"«' «SS pipes, if such

tioual necessary by reason of the excava-

Section 6 creates a board of engineers, names them
provides Hint they shall make plans and specifications!
other* cop^" with the Comptroller aud take an oath of

v'cctioii 7 provides that when the plans, apcciflr.ationji
and estimates shall be made and tiled as aforesaid the
expense and cost of such improvement shall be borne
anil paid by the New York aud Harlem Railroad Corn-

;l"''U1'- Mayor, Aldermen and t ornmonalty ot the
fi ? !¦ i°,r^' equal proportion, as the construc¬
tion of tho suid improvement progresses. The same sec¬
tion then proceeds to specliy in detail the manner in
which the haifto bo paid by tbe city is tohe aid aid
that "the city warrant is to be drawn iu favor of the
treasurer of said railroad company." this section
clearly and unequivocally, if it is in the power of the
Legislature to do such an act, imposes upon the city the
charge or one-halt the cost ut tins railway enterprise

J^Mion 8 provnles tor the laying of a tax of one-fonrth
of the w hole estimated expense and cost npou the real
a nd personal property subject to taxatiuu in the city uud
county oi New lor* in tho year 1872, and the other fourth
in like manner in the year 1873. The same section further
proceeds to authorize the Comptroller to issue revenue
bon Is in anticipation of the tax. and to pay out the pro
cced. to this railway corporation.
section 9 inhibits tbe Mayor Aldermen and Common-

altv irom interfering with the use of the said Fourth ave¬
nue, above Forty-second street, by such railway corpora¬
tion, and contains a legislative transfer to the ratTwav
corporation ot ull the property and value created by tlifs
ihJn ,cxpenf' »« follows:-"Said tunnel and rallways
shall be exclusively lor the uses and purpose, ot ,ald
railway company, and it shall not be lawtul lor any per-
son or persons ottier than a public otlicer in the execu¬
tion ot his duty as such, with his agents ana assists, ta.
to enter or pass upon or through the same, 01 allv por¬
tion there,.r, on loot or any other way than In the proper
cars pi this corporation provided tor that purposi, with¬
out the consent ol said corporation, under penally oi a&u
for each offence, to be recovered by this corporalion '"

cection iu provides that the Boird of "nuttier*shall
bc-flii operations with reasonable expedition ami an

^or zes the u^ of steam over the 1,'nc ofthe aviJu"
north ol Forty-second street

»>«uue

Section 11 reserves to the Legislature the right toaltcr
amend or repeal the act.

" waiter,

The measure seems to be a carefully drawn one witli a

clear ncrceptlon of tbe difficulty intcn led to be removed
Pruvistutis to accomplish that end It abates'

tile improper and dangerous use ol ouc of the public
thoroughrarcs ol tne city of New York by private ran,

end t°t0«P,OrSi Mh: W>d' ln *° '"f *« H accomplishes that

StrAi.. upheld on grounds of public policy, an I is
wi'hlii the scope of legislative power. And as It is a
well settled principle ot our Jurisprudence thai an act

frnm°Vhif f, prov.la,c">« Of Winch can ta wparaMtf
I / .

unconstitutional provLsions. will be upheld in
so far ns it us uuobnoxiou*. I believe it to be in its main

jjcope and object a constitutional measure. Kuti am

thea,- Lv°rt ?olll(<lil,hattt" thti provisions charging upon
the city n.ilt ot the expense ol tills so-called itiinr,,,-.

o" a'\l)VlvaVVn,erV7 UOali?Ki°' * nu,!u"»ce and hiuliling

u .KHi'ii .irL".;",!;,10 """" u«,«n,,i,.uo,,
IIJht" or

ot tlle sct ,are to to examined in the
iif,'.?L following provisions ot our organic law

my judgment ."-eraCly l"C °rUur 01 Ujelr Wel*''1 upon
Section 14, article 7.-On the final passage in either

house of tbe Legislature of every act which imposes.

mis!1!0.* °firpvlvcs a ,ax or creates a debt or charge or
makes, coutiniiHg or revives any ippropriation of oubiic
or trust money or property, or release's discfi'iruoK np

com inutes any c 1aim or demand of Uu- Sta^. tfm mi^
tion shall bo taken by veas and nay s which shall be^lulv
entered on the Journals, and three-tilths of nil the mum
bcrs elected to either house ahull in all such cases be
necessary to constitute a quorum tnerein.
Section 13. article 7 .Every law which imposes con-

t nucs or revive, a tax shall distinctly state the tax and
the object to which it i. to be applied, and it shall not be
.ulHctent to reler to any other law to fix such ux o?
Section 16, article 3..No private or local »,nt . k,s

maybe passed by the LegiSe .hall «n br ce more
than one subiccu and that shall be expressed li the

Section 9. article l.-The assent of two-thirds of the
members elected toeaeli branch of the Legislature shall
be requisite to every bin appropriating Hie pub 1c moneys
or property tor local or private purposes

lu°ucys
The lourteenth section of Uie scvcuih uriicic was a.

appears by the autnoriz<'d edition ol the laws comni'icri
With SO tar as the quorum is c.in. crne.l' m.d i a^i' tu
posed to assume that the veas an l nnys were take, and
entered pursuant to the constitution. But tlm tact "hat it
isecrt.neo as a throe tilths bill indicate" at at® event,
tliat in the opinion r»i the Legislature it dhl exercise its
sovereign power of taxation and compliedastomrm
th\«lJ!,mCoi|Ninll,t.ol,al upon rhis point. With

tutionVoiu consideraI'lfin r*1 C't0'' "'^'ono, the const,

r ViUI y 1 stokles, fiC®; and Justice Allen, in in-

r.fo® .
''" ""ing ot this .section, sa> s as follows

lie constitution prescribing the reQuisiU' ol u iw ,i,,
V " ,n "»th tho other provbtions de-

slgnciT tor the protection of the taxpayer. Its terms ire

.tuamblvnous, leaving iio way ol escane
Irinn a literal compliance with tlieui, and no room tor
evasion by anv fax interpretation. It dcclaroa that
every law which ithppses, continues or revive, n tit
to » iii f'.'o X ,tat? !',e. tn* and tneohiect to which It
is to be applied, and it shall not be sufficient to refer tr,

any other law to tlx such tax oV obTct' Thi law im
poses a tax ot three and a hall inilfs per dollar or T,
payment rAe' "ridi'f. nf tncc"warjf, ,0 ,,rov' k' »'e
paymeni., <tc. iiiis is not a specific and distinct
mcnt ot the tax to bo levied, it ,s "imply u statement of
«!r'J5?»l,rn ta*.tol)e levied, leaving ir to the discretion
of the administrative officers ot the .state to levy «ucn tax
as thev shad tlnd necessary up to the il,,nt namcd tfrn
Legislatuie cannot, under the constitution, thus dciegaic
the pow, r ot taxation. i hey must determine the
atnount necessary and adeqnatc und declare th "amount
to l»c levied ai>»olut©ly. It this form of enactment is ai-
low.,i,le a law authorizing a tax ol tlfty per cent of the
assessed value ot the taxable Property ot the "tale o?
so much thercot as might be necessary, would be valid
and the whole legislative taxing power delegated to i'.,,*
other departments ot the Mat government

*
I he law1.

invalid n.-s not staiin/ tlie tax impost* t."

70¦ 'lA.vi.'er'i<-?' cnt|bism is applicable to cliaptor
id"Vimv V, rk N hv b.?m",."Uo1,11".' Ux "" ,l"; Citizens

^ fliat not made dependent unoti tin*
estimate ot the Board of Engineers, not upon the UuE
Me nuw come to the provisions as to title that "no

RctVand that ahali'te'". "'"rBsun-
je< t, and that shall be expressed in tiie title." in some
of its .ispi, ts this r-t mu.i be regarded as n private bill

to bi fid 2d?m?nnl.,i'ng tothl' Harleni ''"ilroau the right
to build additional pi nnancnt track-" is, i racticiillv an
amendment to a prfvate charter, .,,.1 the trans er o?' the

froTaar'tt aiatitmulsha. this measure

a.i^ho^unesnonwbem.r^lc'-c'm
tfsich f.7sub%^ to^Vpro"lMonUbte,Jly " 'oca^tt<t- a,,d

't)*p!,iec 1 'APfcseed in the title f Die framnrs
Of the constltuituu meant to reuch arid ctfeci suh.tanttul
tiling, and cur.- real evils In each one ot the provi.io fg
ot the instrument, and this section relating to title was
framed to reach the special ovil oi sinutfirlintf through
measures under t*l»e nretenees. ihcrclorc itcoustauHv
o< iirred that so call,-A . riders . to general law?ertec cd
important pnvata and local oblects, and cleeteriu l*{-
t,*"Cto a f I'^rh,^ ^'l!" false eo'ors The

tt 'relatei'"ari'l' "J!"?"1 to what sulncct

compushed bv Tt'*1 n',' mteuded lo ho ac-
cwipnuncu r>y it This ®ct in oiitiflon "An

avenue In'ttie'ci'rv or"a.wrv^"L*f? J'"' '¦'"Urtli
aei Is a con.m ', ,

'"'w ^orh-
.

N" '*r as this

it» oblJci l, ,. ./ i' cxcrcl»" uf He- legislative power,
nuisanee if "h/ .i/ ^xplV^ "»«- 't the

been thereto or am .1 ,which .t,,p K"llrl" avenue had

tuur el ihrn J ,P *"<1 .Provides tor the building of a

sffSSrs
New York and ^ ?1 J K.JWJWU upon the citizens ot

entiiic. ia th,s one, is contained the sramuig of u

valuable franchise to a private rorporatTon such as Is
contained in the second section, and half ot the expense
ot ilie building of auch now railway line ia to b« borne hy
the citizens of New York, without paitieipaUon in the
profits thereof» Any legislator, on looking over the (ilea
of the bills, coining across this ouo, wouhi naturally, un-
less he was put on his guard by extraneous know-lodge,
suppose it to be a bill to authorize the grading, guttering
and paving ol a public street lor the public benefit, and
nothing more. The ilagiliuus and extraordinary exercise
ol power thereby attempted lie would not and could not
suspect from Its title, and as the const itution Intended
thai he shall not thus be deceived, this bill ia clearly ob¬
noxious on that ground alone. _ , ,ll this bill is properly entitled the legislature can
charter a private corporation to build a railroad una
equip it, from Montauk Point to the Bt Lawrence, and
authorize the levy of a tax upon the people of the state,
to be paid in "warrants to the order of the treusurer of
such railway," to pav the expense thereof under the
title of "An act to improve ana regulate the use ot cer¬
tain strips ol land between the Long Island S, uud and
the Bt. Lawrence Klvrr." It is clear, tliereiora, that the
subject of this lull is not expressed in its title.
Second.Does it contain mure than one subject? It con¬

tains three distinct subjects. Except that they all uulto
in benefiting the railroad corporation they huve uo
necessary relation with each other.
Subject No. i is the one expressed in the title.
Subject No. X, the granting of a franchise of great

value to the Harlem Railroad. . ,

huhjeet No. 3, ttie raising aud levying of a tax and the
expenditure of the money thus raised.
There can. therefore, be no doubt but that the sixteenth

section ot the third article oi the constitution has been
ilugruutiy violated by the act tinder examination.
A still more fatal objection to the act in question is its

violation of the ninth ¦-.ctlon of the first article of the
Constitution.
'The aseeut of two-thirds of the members elected to

each branch of the Legislature shall be requisite to every
bill appropriating the public moneys or property for
local or private purposes." lhls bill was not passed by
a two thirds vote, and It is incumbent upon us now to
examine wbether the act In question is an appropriation
of public moneys for locsd or private purposes.That it is an appropriation of money raised by taxa¬
tion tor a local purpoae is too plain to require inure than
its statement. The second and ninth sections make it
equally Plain that the money thus to be raised Is for a
private purpose. Tbe whole act explains thin and leaves
no room for doubt There is first a charge upon the city
ol New York to bear half the expense of a local im¬
provement (it you please so to call it), then the exercise
ot the sovereign power of taxatiou to raise money to
pav lor it, and then an appropriation of the monev thus
raised by directing the Comptroller to Issue his warrants
to the order of tbe treasurer of the railway company, and
then a transfer to tbe railway company of the values
created.

Is the money to be raised by taxation from the citizens
of New York and to De thus dedicated to tbe Harlem Kail-
road "public money" in the sense in which these words
ui e used in the constitution ? Public, money is money
which (low* to the State as revenue Irom it* public works,
or which is raised by the exercise of the sovereign
power of the state by taxatiou irotn the property ol Its
citizens or a portion thereof. There is no Mixing power
anywhere except in the Legislature, and all local mu¬
nicipal bodies derive their power to tax irom legislative
authority and legislative authority only. Taxation is
the supreme power which is the badge of sovereignty,
aad there are cases in our own court of last rosort
which have held that the Legislature can direct
moncv9 which are raised by taxation in one
locality to he expended lor the benefit oi a locality
in another part ot the State. It is not the mere formality
that the Comptroller of the city instead ol the Stute
Comptroller has been selected to disburse this money,
which creates the distinction between public and private
money, nor that It was in the city instead of the state
tn-asury on which the draft was drawn. In the recent
cuse ot the United States vs. Railroad Company, 11
Wallace 322. the United States Supreme Court held that
"A municipal corporation is a representative, not only
of the State, but is a portion ot its governmental power.
It is one of its creattvcs, made for a speeitlc purpose, to
exercise within a limited sphere the powers of the State.
The .-tate mav withdraw these local powers of govern¬
ment at pleasure, aud may, through tbe Legislature or
other appointed ehatiuels. govern the local territory as
it governs the State at large."

l he trainers of this section of our State constitution,
which Is already to be found in the earlier constitution
of 1811. as part of section 9. article 7, meant substantial
things and not mere forms in framing it, and did not and
could not intend to have it evaded bv tbe transparent
subterfuge that all the Legislature need do to dispose of
tiic public funds of the State hy a mere majority vote tor
any purpose they list. Is to appropriate them beibre they
reach the state Treasury. It no citizen nor resident of
one of our States can, by any device, trick or artifice,
circumvent the intent of the'law, the Legislature is
equally inhibited hy a device or tricK to clreumveut the
intent of its higher law, the constitution. That
the money raised by taxation irmn the citizens
of New York.and their property is public money.
cannot be doubted; that the coOstitutiou did not
and could not have meant, bv this large aud compre¬
hensive designation, the actuul money in tiie state
Treasury only is proved by that instrument Itself. Sec¬
tion-> of article 7 of the constitution says:."No moneys
shall ever be paid out of the Sta e Treasury of this State,
or anv of its funds, or any of the funds under its man¬
agement, except in pursuance of an appropriation oy
law." litis sho«8 that when the immcrs oi the consti¬
tution meant the treasury of the State they said so.
Should any advocate of this hill,-gcst that the money

rats'-d and to be raise.t by taxation under this act in the
city ol New York is not public money tln-u it is private
money. There is no middle grouud. It' it Is private
monev then the Legislature had no coiilrol nor dis¬
position whatever over it There are numerous pro¬
visions ol the ct nstitutlon which protect the private
property of the inhabitants of New York Irom wanton
seizure and transfer. Then this act is spoliation, pure
and simple, aud in direct violation of the constitutional
injunction that no person shall "bo deprived of lite, lib¬
erty or property without due process ot law; nor shall
private property lie taken for puolic use without just
compensation." (Section 9. article L) And "when pri¬
vate property shall be taken tor any public u-*e, the com¬
pensation to be made theretor, when the compensation
is not made by the state, shall be ascertained by a jury,
or by not less than three commissioners appointed by a
court of record, us shall be preseribed by law." (Section
7, article 1.) So, upon cither horn of this dilemma, this
art, or so much thereot as I believe to be obnoxious, is
transfixed.
The lust section has not received any authoritative in¬

terpretation by our court oi ius> resort, except iu i'eople
vs. Allen. 4Z N. Y., S78, since its adoption by the Conven¬
tion of 1846. although anterior to th it year that part of
it which related u> the application of the two-thirds vote
to the creating, altering or renewing any body politic,
was frequently before the courts. Ignorant report and
constitutional index makers have spoken of this section
as referring to appropriations from the State Treasury;but there Is warrant neitner In its context nor by the
application of any rational cunon ol interpretation nor
in the position of honor tins section holds as part of
what was originally the bill of rights, to admit ol so
narrow and forced a construction.
There are numerous decisions in this and our sister

States which snpport the views herein expressed, but
they would scarcely he properly in place in this opinion,
still, I cannot retrain from referring you to (he case of
I'eople vs. Ratchellor (8 sickles, 1Z8), where it was held
that the Legislature could not, on general principles,
compel a municipality to subscribe to the stock of a rail¬
road company. flow much lc,s can it, as iu Uiis case,
compel it to give Its money away ?
For the reasous I havedneniioned, lam persuaded that

you would not he justified in signing any warrant upon
the city treasury for the carrying out of the purposes of
chapter 7olf of the Laws ot 187-1. Respectfully.

SIMON STERNE,
To Hon. YYTllun F. IIavkmxtxb, Mayor of the city of

New York.

NEW YORK CITY.

Tbe police made 1,881 arrests during tbe past
week. I
There were 480 deaths, 615 births, 230 marriages

and 44 still births in the city last week.

During the months of July, August and Peptem-
tember the reading room attached to the mercan¬
tile Library will be closed on Sundays.

The clostng reception of the Cooper 1'nion
Literary Class was held last evening in tbe great
hall of the Institute. Quite a large audieuce was

present, among others ou the platform being the
venerable Peter Cooper, who was received on his

appearance with applause. The exercises were
opened with an appropriate address by the Prcsi-
cut oi the class, Mr. James Fitzgerald, after whicn a
recitation, "Go It," was given by U, G. Ogden. Then
followed an oration on "Tne Rights of Women,"
by Henno Loewv, LL. II.; an oration ou "Free¬
dom," by W. p. Gray; a solo Horn the "Corsaro," by
Miss J. l'almer; a reading. "Mona Water," by Miss
Let tie Hlumo; oration on "Conlectioner.y," by
David Legare; a solo. "Die Milkmaid's Mai riage,"
bv Mrs. li. Louise Franklin: another oration by

BROOKLYN.

Rev. Eugene Sneeliy will deliver a lecture at
Fcrrero's Assembly Rooms, Tammany Building,
this evening.

Luke Coleman, a tlreinan attached to No. 4 nook
and Ladder Company, fell from the second story
window to the sidewalk yesterday and was se¬
riously Injured.
John Knapp, driver of lire Engine No. 9. was

thrown Irom his seat yesterday to the pavement
and budly injured. The eug.no was on Its way to
a lire at the tune.

The payment of pensions ror the past three days
bv Mr. Dutcher numbers 2,500 vouchers, and snow
the disbursement ot $a0,00o. About 5,200 lemaiu
to be paidthis week.

The Reform Association has opened a home Tor
respectable aged women at the northeast corner
of Thirty-third street and Lexington avenue. Prot¬
estants ot all denominations are admitted.

Comptroller Green states mat c Board f Ap¬
portionment will doubtless make the usual appro¬
priation lor the celebration of the Fourth of July,
under the auspices ol the Department of Public
Parks.

A strawberry festival and fancy fair will be held
at the New York Foundling Asylum, on Blxty-
ninth street and Lexington avenue, on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday next. This very valna-
ble institution Is greatly in need oi tunds, and this
will be a very pleasant way of coutrlbuting to the
susteuauce of a worthy charity.

Henry Urasse; a reading, "The Engineer's Btory,'
by Proicssor J. E. Frobisner; "Toe Venzano Valse,"
by Miss.I. Palmer, aud a reciurton of "Emmet's
Dying Speech," by M. J. O'Connell. The pro¬
gramme was excellently gone through with, all of
those engaged being volunteers. Mr. Frobisher'a
rendering if? "The Engineer's Storv" was very
fine and was specially well received by the
auoicnce.

There were 489 persons arrested by the police
duriog tbe past week.

The Common Council wilt lor the future meet at
two o'clock on Mondays aud adjourn at six.

Tax receipts daring the week were $41,43? 56.
The water tax received during the same period
Was $6.', 146.

The County Treasurer yesterday paid to the
State Treasurer the balance of the tax levied
on Kings county for the year 1873, amounting to
Sl58,8Li.
The Coroner was uotitied .yesterday to hold an

In(ineat over the body of Ann Vase, twenty-flr®
years of age, who died suddenly at her residence.
No. 188 Hudson avenue.

The Kings Connty Board of Assessor* met yes¬
terday, and resolved that hereafter no minister of
the Gospel who Is without ministerial charge snail
be allowed any exemption irom taxation.

The Pair which has been in progress at Sawyer's
Hall, corner of Jay and Fulton streets, for the past
two weeks, in aid of St. Andrew's church, Sag
Llarhor, L. L, will close to-morrow evening. Miss
Teresa Esmond will read selections irom favorite
authors.

Ellen Diamond, who was burned while kindling
a fire at her home, No. 364 Hicks street, on Friday
evening, died from the effects or her injuries at
the Long Island College Hospital yesterday morn¬
ing. Deceased was sixty-nine years 01 age. The
Coroner was notilled.

Mr. William Hunter, brother of the Mayor, died
at his family residence, on ITerrepont street, on
Friday night. Deceased, who was at one time
Alderman ot the Fourth ward, and was one of the
first directors ol the Bridge Company, was gen¬
erally respected in Brooklyn.
The Young Men's Catholic Library Association

of the Church of Oar Lady of Mercy has recently
opened a nicely appointed private billiard and
club room as a resort for its members. The so¬
ciety is officered as follows: .President, James F.
Kenney; Vice President, John J. Pitzpatrlck;
Treasurer, Rev. James McElroy; Recording Secre¬
tary, James llegley; Corresponding Secretary,
John F. Wheelan; Financial Secretary, Walter J.
Caddie.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY.

Right Rev. Bishop Potter administered the cere¬
mony of confirmation to ulne postulants at Christ
church, Tarrytown, on Friday evening.

There is general rejoicing among the retail
liquor dealers over the alleged illegal appoint*
ment of the new Board of Excise Commissioners
for the county. The act from which sprung the
official existence of the Commissioners reads that
they shall be appointed "on the second Tuesday of
May next." while the act itself did not become a
law until May 6 of the present year. Thus the
anti-temperance fraternity hold that any proceed¬
ings of the Board must be null and void until May
2, 1876.

Numerous and well grounded complaints are

being made by tne travelling public ol Mornsanis
and West Farms in regard to the excessively high
rates of faro charged on tho street cars of the
Harlem Bridge and Fordham Railway Company.
Now that the territory Indicated has been an¬
nexed to the city, the suffering ones are looking
forward lor relief to the municipal authorities,
who. they assert, have (or should have) the. right
to regulate such lares within the corporation
limits.

The Mavor and Common Council of Yonkers are

at present endeavoring to devise some scheme
wherewith to break up a coalition formed some
time since by the owners of itinerant goats, for
the purpose of defeating a city ordinance relative
to the impounding of those marauding animals. It
appears that those who keep goats allow them to
roam at will, and when the quadrupeds have been
impounded for a certain lime the owners allow
them to be publicly sold, buying them in them¬
selves for twenty-five cents, an understanding ex¬
isting between them that they are not to bid
against each other.

NEW JERSEY.

There are seventy-three boys and forty-five
frirls now mnia'cs of the Hudson County Alms¬
house at Snake Hill.

The body of John Denham, a Newark suicide, has
beeu recovered, fished irom the Passaic Hiver.
The funeral took place yesterday afternoon.

A Ore broke out in Mercer Hall building, Prince¬
ton, yesterday. Involving a loss of $8,000. The
building was almost entirely destroyed. The foss
is covered tally by insurance.

A motion for the restoration of corporal punish¬
ment in the public scnools of Trenton was made
by Mr. Ellis at a late meeting of the Board of
School Trustees of that city and was relerred to
the Committee on Discipline.

The examination in the case of Garretaon, who
claims to have been elected Freeholder in the
First district of Jersey City, took place yesterday
in the oltlce of J. W. Komaine. The testimony
against tne judges and clerk of election was most
damaging.
A well known resident of West hoboken, named

Albert Charlemagne, shot himself through the
back of the head, killing himself instantly, on
Friday. He was a captain during the late war
and lost a leg in the Union service. He was Insane
for a long time prior to his death.

Mayor Traphagen, or Jersey City, will make a

tour of Inspection of all the public schools next
week, in order to ascertain tlie eiflclencv of the
system and the cost of maintaining it. He will
then visit the parochial and independent schools,
so that a comparison can be established.

Yesterday Judge Depue, on application of the
Morris and Essex llallroad Company, appointed
Messrs. J. H. Halsey, of Newark; J. W. Bullenttoe
of Mornstown, and JameR L. Ogden, of Hudson
county, as commissioners to condemn land needed
in the construction ot the new tunnel through
Bergen Hill.
Articles or association were filed in the oillce of

the Secretary ol state yesterday for the construc¬
tion oi a now freight railroad, fifty-seven miles In
length, extending through Union, Somerset and
Hunterdon counties. The capital Is fixed at
$i,0(iu,ouo, of which Mr. J. M. Nash, of Brooklyn,
lakes $988,ooo.
The Elizabeth avenue Methodist Episcopal

church is grieving over between $400 and $600, tne
results of Sunday collections, which it is alleged
have been carried off by one J. C. Fraiicklyn, In
whom, after apparent conversion, the pastor and
others placed confidence, lie held the funds.
They aud he arc missing.

In consequence of the difficulty of reaching the
public Institutions of Hudson county aL Snake
Hill, and trie relcsal of the Board of Freeholders to
allow carriage Inrp, it is now proposed by he free¬
holders to establish a stage route bct\v"en the
Five Corners and tdiake Hill, unuer the direction
and management of the Board.

The relatives of Mr. Farts, who was so cruelly
and inhumanly thrown iuto a cell.where he died.
by police officers, In too Fourth precinct or Jersey
City, intend to bring the case before ihe Grand
Jury, as the Police Commissioners adopted a
whitewashing report. Tills was one of the greatest
outrages ever perpetrated In Jersey City.

Yesterday was sentence day In the Mercer County
Courts. A scoundrel, named Charles II. Metferth,
who had attempted to commit an outrage on a
little girl of ten years, was sent to the State Prison
lor five years. A youth oi soventecn, named John
Kane, convicted of manslaughter In having
slabbed and killed a boy companion, was sentenced
to two years.
ITlic Newark C'lty Fathers have resolved to do

away with the oration business on the "Fourth,"
and to let all their patriotism ooze out In fireworks
and a street parade. The cause for abolishing the
oratiou Is that speakers nave used the occasion of
late years lor partisan political purposes. This
was siiameiully the case when General Thomas N.
Van Burcu was the "orator."

In Newark, on Friday evening, a policeman
named Miller acted In such a manner while quiet¬
ing a trifling excitement, that Mr. Bernard
O'Cotsnell, un old and respected citizen, declared
openly lie thought the oiiloer drunk, j'liu officer
invited Mr. u'Couneil to go and make a charge to
tnat effect.. Mr. u'Conneu did so; but on reaching
the statiou house was himself, on complaint of tne
officer, placed in duress on tne charge ol interfer¬
ing, and compelled to give bail to escape being
consigned to a cell for the night. The occurrence
has excited intense Indignation in the i wedth
ward, wnere Mr. O'Conuell resides.

A very serious and extraordinary charge has
been made in Newark agaiust Mrs. Catherine
Kluger, of No. Z83 lialsey street. It Is said that
she caused the death of r young girl named
Paulina llelser by violently assaulting her while
she (Paulina) was sick with the smallpox. The
examination took place yesterday in the Police
Court. Mrs. Uetser, mother of Pauline, swore
that the sssault was committed two weeks ago aud
that the girl dlcu a week alter wards. Hue was
In tne room with her daughter when Mrs.
Kingcr burst In ami a-ruck the sick girl.
Wiibess was also assaulted, and cried oat,
"Murder!" Dr. Max Kuebler, who attended the
sick giri, swore that he saw the patient the uiora-
lug of the assault, just belore it took place. Bhe

j was then rapuby convalescing. Next day after
the beating sue was much worse. She grew w0,"®e
until she died. The dootor granted a burial certifi¬
cate setting lortn that death was caused by .'J1*'1'
pox. He admitted, though, that he believed tne
beating had considerable to do wltn the deain.
Mrs. itiuger was held lor the action of the urann
Jury,


